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Greetings again, my friends, acquaintances, and all in between.  I hope you 
had a good holiday season and you’ll have a fantastic New Year.  Not sure 
how often this here fine publication will be offered to you but I thought it 
would be better to start some kind of numbering system – please don’t take 
this as an unofficial confirmation that this publication will appear every 
month!!  It is just possible I may run out of things to say, you know, however 
unlikely that may seem, since Americans never shut up.  Who’d want this to 
be an obligation or a chore? – like Tegan I’d rather not do it if it’s no fun.  But 
I’d love for this to be a collaborative effort, so if anyone would care to join me 
in such as is this fanzine madness, speak up my dears.  I can’t think of any 
particular SPOILERS this time out but this is in the eye of the beholder, innit? 
 
 
Doctor WHO Radio (*not Beeb nor Big Finish) 
 
So, yes, being from Iowa and liking Doctor Who as much as I do, I thought I’d 
mention that Iowa Public Television has had Doctor Who running 
continuously since 1972.  In the 1990s you may all well know that PBS stations 
in the USA mostly all dropped classic Doctor Who.  Iowa Public Television was 
one of the few to keep the classic series throughout, and one of the few to air 
both classic and new simultaneously, having only dropped the classic series 
within the last two years or so.  I spent my childhood and teenage years 
watching the old show, growing somewhat obsessed with it around 
adolescence, when I suppose is when a lot of genre fandom people start to get 
interested in these kinds of things.  
 
When I met and befriended some other Midwestern fans from other states, 
some of them were quite amused by a certain local talk and news radio 
station out of Des Moines, Iowa.  The station is WHO Radio 1040 AM, 
broadcasting since 1924.  Perhaps this is the key to the Iowa public’s 
listening/viewing consciousness that kept Doctor Who going for so long?? 
 
Interestingly, the only logo I’ve ever known for WHO Radio has been this 
one.  I used to think that owl was a bit creepy.  It looks not totally unlike the 
typeface for the Doctor Who logo on some novelisation covers, hm?  It looks a 
bit less like the ‘diamond’ logo – its ‘w’ has a point on the centre upstroke. 
 

   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When I thought about writing about this, I went on a little quest to find out 
more about the WHO logo.  A couple of fab blokes who run a website called 
http://www.desmoinesbroadcasting.com  very kindly helped me track down 
some facts about that owl logo.  One of the webmasters of the site, called 
George F. Davison, answered my emails and began a positive torrent of useful 
information from a number of different people about the design and first use 
of the WHO logo.  One of the nice messages came from the current 
Programming Director at WHO, and his name is Van Harden.  Van emailed 
him back this, which George forwarded to me. 
 
‘Steve Shannon switched to the current logo in 1986.  Underneath it were 
the words "Des Moines' News Station." In 89 or 90 we switched those words 
to Newsradio.’ 
 
Van is a guy I grew up listening to before school for the weather reports in the 
icy and snowy Iowa winters, waiting for the magic words that school was 
cancelled and I had the day off.  He also had a local TV chat show on WHO-
TV (yes, there’s a sister local NBC TV affiliate – not Doctor Who 24-7!!)* and 
Tiny Tim of Rowan and Martin’s Laugh-In would regularly show up on it, as he 
lived in Des Moines for a long time. It’s a nice feeling to be able to hear from 
him, however indirectly.  Anyway, it appears that the above logo was first 
used in 1984 for a special event – possibly later used regularly in 1986 (oh the 
fun of asking people to remember stuff like this!) 
 
After a bit more digging around, I found out that a chap named Kevin 
Goodman actually designed the logo.   I looked around the internet for him 
and emailed the likely candidate, who turned out to be the very same guy.  
He kindly emailed me back all of this explanation: 
 
‘The 60th anniversary of WHO AM was coming up in 1984 and a new 
updated logo was needed. We did everything in-house-- no ad agency, no 
added expense. 
 
The previous logo being used did not amount to much, only some kind of 
type treatment as I recall. The icon of an owl had been used decades before 
at the station and I felt we could contemporize it and maybe make it work 



again. It fits well with what today we call "branding": as a symbol of 
knowledge (for news), respect (for station's long history), etc. 
 
I am a graphic artist by training, so I came up with only a couple concepts 
including the stylized version. I am pleased that it is still in use today. I 
hope that credits somewhat the lasting strength of the design. 
 
Of course, there was no computer to do the work on. The original owl was 
drawn by hand on a photostat of the typefont and inked in.’ 
 
All told, I think I had around 5 people email me all kinds of information about 
that WHO logo.  It’s rather amazing who becomes interested once someone 
asks the questions!   
 
Anywho, bumping about Wikipedia and desmoinesbroadcasting.com (as well 
as a few emails from the aforementioned George F. Davison) I have been 
reading that Palmer Communications owned WHO for a long time, having 
had two sister stations, WHO in Des Moines and WOC out of Davenport, in 
its early history.  Davenport, Iowa is known for having the Palmer College of 
Chiropractic.  It was founded by the founder of chiropractic, Daniel David 
Palmer, in 1897.  The ‘motto’ of chiropractic is ‘With Hands Only,’ and though 
WHO Radio first got the letters from the word ‘who,’ the motto was also 
conveniently adopted. 
 
Here’s a famous chap, who was a sportscaster on WHO Radio in the 1930s.  
Would you like me to hand out a No-Prize?  Feel free to let me know, but no 
cheating, now!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Here is the WHO-TV logo.  [Insert some wacky joke about Time Lord’s having 
13 lives here] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Travel Without the TARDIS 
 
This leads me quite conveniently into a little anecdote about a trip back home 
to Iowa with my hubby in summer 2008.  We had planned to get a plane to 
Chicago O’Hare and then an Amtrak train to Ottumwa, Iowa, not far from my 
home.  Due to horrible flooding of the Mississippi River that summer, we had 
to get an alternative train to northern Missouri, as our train was not running 
(the tracks had flooded and then washed away!)  But on our trip back, we 
waited patiently at Ottumwa, Iowa Amtrak station, and my dad (who knows 
and cares nothing about sci-fi, fantasy, comix, etc) walked around the parking 
lot.  He walked back into the station and said something like, ‘Hey, there’s a 
car licence plate out here with “Doctor Who” on it.’  Hubby and I went out to 
investigate.  We took some video of the plate, which said ‘Dr Who 3,’ (observe 
below) and subsequently discovered it was a family taking the train to 
Chicago like ourselves.  While they were fans of Doctor Who, they also said 
that it came from the fact that the father of the family is a chiropractor, and 
‘WHO’ means, ‘With Hands Only.’  (Oh, and that’s the way we spell ‘Davis’ 
and that’s why Americans consistently pronounce RTD’s name as ‘Dayvees.’) 
No idea if they’re particular fans of Pertwee… 
 
 

 



 
 
Incidentally, here is/was my Iowa car licence plate.  That’s my mane 
infringing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My parents keep it now and they refer to it as ‘the Who Car.’ 
 
 
 
Musings Concerning Country Music and Musical Theatre 
 
On I go, being the farm girl in the big cit-ay, and seeing things in a somewhat 
different way than prolly most of you Tav regulars.  Subsequently, I put it to 
you that country music and musical theatre may not be as mutually exclusive 
as you might think.  Sure there are two very different cultures associated with 
the two terms; conservatism and liberalism, workin’ man and intellectual 
man, the provincial and the cosmopolitan.  But, ‘never the twain’ is always 
never the case.   
 
The first time I made a connection between American country music and 
Broadway was when I discovered one of my favourites, Roger Miller, had 
written a musical about Huckleberry Finn, called Big River.  Miller’s the guy 
who wrote ‘Husbands and Wives’ and of course ‘King of the Road.’  I also got 
a bit of a shocker when I was younger and I was reading one of the Decalog 
short story compilations, and had to hear Colin Baker’s voice singing Miller’s 
‘England Swings’ somewhere in my head.   He is also the only guy I ever 
knew to ever scat in country songs, and he did it pretty well I may add – just 
have a listen to ‘Dang Me.’ I was watching a documentary programme about 
Roger’s life, and dang me, dang me, he’d won a Tony for Best Score, and Big 
River won 6 other Tonys aside! 
 
The second and third time I’ve made these connections are much more recent.  
My hubby works on the world’s longest-running musical, Les Miserables.  As 
we were listening to Jean Valjean’s ‘Bring Him Home’ from the score to the 
musical, I said to my husband, ‘this sounds very much like the voice range of 
a guy called Gary Morris.’  Morris has more recently been a music producer, 
and I think currently he owns quite an exclusive hunting club out in 
Colorado.  But in the early 1980s, he had quite a few country hits with songs 
like ‘Headed for a Heartache,’ ‘A Hundred Percent Chance of Rain,’ and he 
sang the theme song to a daytime soap called Another World with Crystal 
Gayle.  His is also my favourite version of ‘The Wind Beneath My Wings.’   



 
Now, I can’t be certain that I hadn’t read or heard it somewhere before, and 
my brain mis-filed the information and t’was only awakened by my listening 
to Morris’ music at the time, but sure enough, hubby said, I think he has 
played the character of Jean Valjean before.  We looked it up, and sure 
enough, he is actually on at least one of the cast recording albums.  What a 
shockingly good vocal range he has.  (On his own website he says he had no 
formal musical training.) 
 
The third time this has come up is in discovering that Reba McEntire, an 
entire industry unto herself – a number of country music albums and hits; 
Reba Wear clothing line; Reba the sitcom – had played Annie Oakley on 
Broadway in Annie Get Your Gun in 2001. Reba’s been around my whole life, 
and I’ve listened to her quite a bit – can’t say I’ve ever had the opportunity to 
see her sitcom though.  It also won a Tony or two but not while Reba was 
performing in it.  (And Jane Horrocks has played the title role at the Young 
Vic only within the last few days and weeks.) 
 
I would think that somewhere along the line, Kris Kristofferson’s ‘Me and 
Bobby McGee’ or ‘Sunday Morning Comin’ Down’ something would have 
appeared in stage show.  But Kris is probably more cosmopolitan than the 
usual ‘country bumpkin’ stereotypes, having been a Rhodes scholar and I 
understand from a military family.  If anyone is aware, please do tell, I would 
love to know! 
 
 
Christmas Telly Tick Lists (Post Mortem) 
 
‘After all, Christmas just wouldn’t be Christmas without…’ 
 
General Christmas Stuff 
Fanny Craddock 
National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation 
Top of the Pops Christmas specials/clip shows 
Barry Gibb dragging his brothers off Clive Anderson’s show 
Andre Previn on Morecambe & Wise (but not the famous clip, just the duo 
 calling him up asking him to appear again) 
 
Music Videos 
Last Christmas by Wham! 
I Believe in Father Christmas by Greg Lake 
Fairy Tale of New York by the Pogues & MacColl 
Do They Know It’s Christmas? by Band Aid 
I Wish It Could Be Christmas Every Day by Wizzard (those poor children 
 were scarred for life) 
 
 



Other Christmas Stuff I Saw (whole or in part) 
Terry Pratchett’s Hogfather 
Christmas edition of QI, both normal and XL 
Some Delia Smith complicated Christmas recipes 
Ant & Dec’s Boxing Day special (not as bad as expected…) 
David Tennant and Bernard Cribbins bringing down the Buzzcocks 
A 1960s CBS studio-based adaptation of Cinderella with Lesley Ann Warren 
 looking scarily normal as compared to the last 18 years or so 
 
A Christmas Carol 
Scrooge (1935) 
Nan’s Christmas Carol 
The Muppet Christmas Carol 
 
Christmas Day Telly Tick List 
BBC1 all evening I’m afraid … Larry Lamb x2, Matthew Horne x2, Catherine 
Tate x2, David Tennant x2 
Daily Mail reader complaints about this repetitive casting = x330 plus 
 
Growing up in the States, Christmas telly wouldn’t be Christmas telly without… 
 
Films 
Prancer 
Miracle on 34th Street (any version) 
A Christmas Story ad nauseam 
 
Animated (largely Rankin-Bass) 
Frosty the Snowman 
A Charlie Brown Christmas 
Santa Claus is Coming to Town 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas 
 
Other 
Weird creepy-looking 8-bit snowy Christmas scene idents on WOI-TV the 
 Iowa ABC affiliate 
Endless Saturday Night Live Christmas clip shows (to the point I wondered 
 how they’d keep doing this in future with no new Christmas-themed 
 sketches from the present) 
Sitcoms with variations on characters saying ‘well I didn’t buy this gift!’ and 
 another saying ‘well, who did?’ and then one or more of the following: 

a) sleigh bells jingle  
b) a ‘ho-ho-ho’ comes out of nowhere 
c) a Christmassy xylophone tune sounds 
d) a sleigh flies away out the window or from the roof 
e) panning upward to a starry night sky and a ‘falling star 
 streak’ 



The Green Green Grass…Deep in the Heart of Texas 
 
So, as I sometimes get curious about these things, quite some time ago, I was 
wondering about the production company that produces John Sullivan’s The 
Green Green Grass.  I had noticed on the end credits that the production 
company is called Shazam Productions.  I had a look around The Green Green 
Grass official website, http://www.thegreengreengrass.co.uk , and the site 
continually refers to Shazam Productions as being John Sullivan’s production 
company (currently the latest news on the site is talking about the Only Fools 
and Horses prequel, Sex, Drugs, & Rock and Chips).  They have quite a fetching 
chrome-imitation logo on the screen at the end of each episode, in various 
shades of blue: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So I did a web search or two on Shazam Productions, and came up with this: 
Shazam Productions, Austin, Texas, specialising in corporate film.  
http://www.shazamproductions.com .  And I reasoned, OK, it’s two different 
countries with two different companies using the same name.  That isn’t all 
that strange … except for one thing … they seem to have very nearly the same 
logo as their Limey namesake, but in different colours – red oval, black type, 
yellow outline on the word ‘Shazam.’  The only other differences are that the 
word ‘productions’ is differently placed, and (rather appropriately) they’ve 
invoked Captain Marvel by using a lightning bolt on the letter ‘z.’  How 
queer, I said … and I still haven’t quite solved this mystery.  I tried calling the 
company in Texas once just to ask them if they have a British production arm 
or something like that, but I got the voicemail.  This picture below is a gif but 
also the only logo I could find, so apologies for the poor quality.  Does anyone 
know why these two logos are so similar?  Never you mind that nobody cares 
save the relevant brand manager(s), because *I* care, mmm’kay?  Answers on 
a postcard, please.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Iowegian Viewer of British Honda Ads 
 
Those of you who read the last edition may remember me talking about 
Garrison Keillor, host of The News From Lake Wobegon and A Prairie Home 
Companion radio shows from Minnesota Public Radio.   For the last few years, 
Keillor has been doing voiceovers for Honda ads.  Some nice person has 
posted a video on YouTube with both of the particular ads I can think of, 
which I have TinyURL’d here:   http://tinyurl.com/hondakeillorads 
 
The first has a little song about how you can ‘Hate something / Change 
something / Hate something, Change something, make something better!’ 
which was an annoyingly catchy little ditty.  The second ad (about 1 minute 
in) contains ‘The Impossible Dream’ and ends with Keillor saying ‘I couldn’t 
have put it better myself.’  It’s a pretty damn cool ad, I have to admit, and had 
I been creating this ad myself with the use of that song, I would have 
probably used Iowa native Andy Williams, too.  
 
(Speaking of Andy – Dang Me, Dang Me again – Wikipedia states he first 
performed on WHO Radio in Des Moines.) 
 
 
The End of  [This]  Time 
 
Farewell, David Tennant, and farewell, readers.  We’ll see if I have enough to 
waffle on about next month.  
 

    
   For the Regal Beagles and Legal Eagles 
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